
Whene did trhnistmas Eome Fnom?
Yes, where dld Chrletmas eome winter. Even his armies avoided'-f1s1111It dld not begln at the blrth of marching during the hazards of winter

Chrlst; It began arller! The De weather.
cember 25 elebratlon had nothlng Many authorities believe that Christ
to do wlth HIs blrth. ,f rs an Interest- was born in the spring of the year, but,
Ing story; one I thlnk you wlll be ln- in the wisdom of God, the date of

w terested In. Christ's birth has been hidden from us.
c --  .F^r i^_Ahirr  r^^_^- Why then does al l  the wor ld cglg-WHEN wAs JEsus BoRN?-when h'ate ine oirtn of christ-not merely in3 was Jesus born? lt is well-known becemoer-but on a certain day in Deamong Biblical scholars that Jesus JemOerZwas not born in December, because 

v\

the shepherds were never *1,[iil 1n*;,%Tn8\l]t?]t';|'H*:: ;:ii'li:fields with their sheep .t tllrjTg;-.. iiie cnristian church? and (3) why did"There were in the same country ii"nt", back in those early days? Hereshepherds abiding in the fierd,,f"?.?g .r. 
"nr*"rs 

to these questions:watch over their flock by night."-Luke -':__::

# - -  . -  Y t f l { A

Shepherds always brought their XPI! "Christmas" means "Mass of
sheep in from the mountainsides-and 9.!tJtt"' or, as it came to be shortened,
fields aM corralled them not faieit[an "Christ-Mass.".lt came to the modern
oclober 15, to protect them ilr iil 19rld from the Roman Catholic
cold, rainy season that follow"J. fni* phugh, They, in turn, got it not from
read Son-gs 2:11 and Ezra 1O;9;'i5j the. Bible, but from paganism.

,,lt waJan ancient custom-;;;il .. "Christmaswas not among the ear-
Jews of those days to send oui tn"ii lies_t festivals of the Church . . The first
sheep to the fields and desenri6ori evidence of the feast is from Egypt."
the Passover learly springt, and bring 

',PaOan customs centering around the
them home at commenc"''.'eniot tnE January calends [the pagan calendarl

- iirsr rain. During the time th;i ;;;; gravitated to Christmas."-Catholic
out, the shepherds watched tdm nigni lncyclo@ia 1911 d., article: "Chis'
and day. As'. . the first rain begin ea-rrv tmas'"
in thd month of marchesuail *ni"fi . Origen, an early Catholic writer, said
answers to part of our oaober,'*" tinJ th.is. about celebrating birthdays in the
that the sheep were kept out in the ulole:
open country during thd wnoi" srr- _^_l.t the Scriptures, no one is re-
mer. 

e --.- corded to have kept a feast or held a
"And, as these shepherds had not great banquet on his_[.Christ'sl birth-

yer brought home their norxi f*riLr' 9.ay. lt is only sinners ilike Pharaoh or
bfrrist wis born in Bethteil;,..it il; Herodl who make great rejoicings over
presumptive argument na1 O.toO"? the day in which they were born into
haO not yet commenced, and that, con- this world." -Ca.thol!c_ Eng.Vclopedia,

-ert:W
the 25th of December, when no flocks
were out in the fields; nor could He
have been born later than September,
as the flocks were still in the fields by
night. On this very ground the nativity
in December should be given up. The
feeding of the flocks by night in the
fields is a chronological fact . . See the
quotations from the Talmudists in
Lightfoot."-Adam Clarke, Commen-
tary, Vol. 5, p. 370.

The census of Gaesar Augustus is
mentioned in Luke 2:'l-2, but historians
are not certain when it was issued. But

:.-, it is improbable that he would call for
the citizens of the Roman Empire to re
turn to their native homes to be en-
rolled in the census in the middle of

HOW DID CHRISTMAS GET INTO
THE CHRISTIA]T  cHURcH?_In  one
brief paragraph, the New Schaff-
Herzog Encyclopedia of Religous
Knowldge tells us how the December
25 holiday entered the Christian
Church:

"How much the date of the festival
depended upon the pagan Brumalia
fihe December 25 celebrationl, follow-
ing the Saturnalia [an eight-day De-
cember 17-24 festival preceding itl,
and celebrating the shortest day of the
year and the'new sun' . cannot be
accurately determined. The pagan Saf-
urnalia and Brumalia were too deeply
entrenched in popular custom to be set
aside by Christian influence . . The pa-

gan festivalwith its riot and merrymak-
ing was so popular that Christians
were glad of an excuse to continue its
celebration with little change in spirit
and in manner. Christian preachers of
the West and the Near East protested
against the unseemly frivolity with
which Christ's birthday was cele-
brated, while Christians of Mesopo-
tamia accused their Western brethren
of idolatry and sun worship for adopt-
ing as Christian this pagan festival."-
New *haff-Herzog Encyclopedia of
Religious Knowledge, art: "Christ-
mas."

Church leaders e d a

rrs Tf wa5ffifr5idEie
idolatrv to _do thiq,S_iltgg illvas nothi4g
nnQlelhanahe@.

@hsrs-qf-u!!hlg
the sun ood. December 25 was dedi-
ffiAfifiF keeping of his birthday.

sun had
sky on December 21 (the winter sol-
stice), and the 25th was the first ob-
servable day in which it began rising
in the noon sky. So December 25 had,
for centuries, been celebrated as the
"birth of the sun qod."
ff irecognized

that Christians dare not accept pagan
practices or pagan holidays. Those
heathen customs could not be found
in the Bible, so they ought to be
shunned by conscientious Christians.

The Roman world was essentially
pagan and many converts to Christian-
ftynaO Gome to enjoy those festivities,
and did not want to forsake them after
baptism into the Christian church.
When these halfconverted church
members rose to leadership positions,
they made policy changes in agree-
ment with contemporary heathen cus-
toms. And that is how we got
Christmas.

"A feast was established in memory
of this event [Christ's barthl in the
fourth century. In the fifth century the
Western Church ordered it to be cel-
ebrated forever on the day of the old
Roman feast of the birth of So/, as no
certain knoweldge of the day of
Christ's birth existed. " -Encyclopedi a
Americana (1944 edition), art: "Christ-
mas."

tfie



lf the Bible contained no certain
knorledge of when Christ was born,
then we should not select a definite
day on which to worship Him. Instead,
we should remain with the only weekly
worship day God ever gave us: the
Seventhday Sabbath (Genesis 2: 1 -3;
Exodus 20:8-11).

So/ means "sun" in Latin, and was
another name for Mithra, the sun god.
A strong controversy arose in the
Christian church over this latest apos-
tasy by Western church leaders:

"Certain Latins, as early as [A.D.l
454, may have transferred the birth-
day from January 6th to December 25,
which was then a Mithraic feast . . or
birthday of the un@nquered sun .
The Syrians and Armenians accused
the Romans of sun worshiP and
idolatry. " -Encyclopeiia Briti an n ica,
(1946 ed.).

It was clearly understood bY many
that this pagan holiday should not be
adopted as the memorial daY of the
birth of Christ:

H O W  D I D  M I T H R A  W O R S H I P
BRING THESE THINGS INTO THE
cHRrsrrAt{ cHURGH?-ln order to
understand how and why Christmas
came into the Christian Church back
in those early centuries, we need to
understand the tremendous influence
of pagan Mithrism in the first few cen-
turies after the time of Christ-and how
Christian leaders decided to adopt the
customs of paganism in order to win
the battle against it.

The following information is vital,
and comes from an earlier study by the
present writer:

THE PLANETABY WEEK-ThS VATiOUS
days of the week were in ancient tim€s
caf fed the first day, the second day, etc.,
for these were their Bibticat narnes. But
about the time of Christ they were given

new narn6. The nonchristians began call-
ing them the Day ol the Sun, tltc Day ol
the Moon, etc., in honor of different heav-
enly bodies. Ihis was known as tfie
"planetary week."

Each day was ruled over by a different
god, but the mGt inportant of all gods was
given the rule of the first day of the week,
with the idea in mind thatthe first is always
more important than that which follows it.
The most important of all gods was given
the rule over the first of the seven dap. lt
was his day, the day of the Sun, and all
the worship of the week centored on his
day.

Now, although thes€ nan6 for the dap
of the weekwers new, the Sun god wasn't,
lor his worship €me frorn a devotion to
that rnGt powerfulof natural obiects. ltwas
one of the most ancient forrns ol worship
and is repres€nted by solar-disc images
found on nearly every continent of our
world.

"Sun worship was the earliest
idolatry."-Faus$t, BiAe Dictionary, page
666. The Arabians appear to have wor-
shipped it directly without using any statue
or symbol (Job 31:26-27). Abnaham was
called out of all this when he went to the
prornised land. Ra was the Sun god in
Egypt, and On (Helirylis) was the city of
Sun worship (see the H$rew ol Jer 43:13).
Entering Canaan under Jchua, the He-
brews again rnet Sun worship. 8aa/ of the
Phoer*iana, Moldt or Milcom of the Am-
rnflrites, end Hadnd of the Syrians, and
fater the Persian Mithras q Mithra. She-
m*h ws an epeciaty important Sun god
in the Midde East, and, kilter, in Eglpt Atm
was the gpd of the Sun Dbc. The ternple
alBaahekwas dedicded to Sun worship.

By associating with Sun worshipers, the
lsraelita frequently practic€d it thernselves
(Lev 26:fi, ls 17:8). King Manasseh prac-
ticod dirsct Sun norsl$p (2 Kg 21:3, 5). Je
iah destroyed the chaiots that were
dedicated to the Sun, and also rernoved
the horses consocrated to Sun worshtp pre
cssiors (2,<g 23:5, 11-12). &tn altars and
incense were bumed on the hansetqs for
the sun (Zeph 1;5). And Ezekielbeheld the

" grcatelst abmtmtion " : d lr*t &rn wor-
thlp atthc cntryway b tln tomplc ol the
true God. This was done by lactng east-
ward to the rising sun. (Ezek 8:16-17)
IUIITHRA AND THE DAY OF THE SUil-,
this time there was no particular day tha\-'
was used for his heathen worship. But
then, about the time of Christ, or a little
before, the varbus days of the week wore
dedicated to specifc pagan gods-dt'es
So/is-the day of the Sun, dies Lunae-the
day of tho Moon, and so on.

The sacred day ol the Jews and Chris-
tians was tfie menprial oI Creation-the
true Sabbath-the Seventh day-the
only Sabbath given in the Bible.Ihe sa-
cred day ol paganism was the memorial
of the Sun-god-the first day of the
week. His day was called, "the Yener-
able Day ol the Sun. "

Sunday-keeping never occurred in the
Old or New Testafilent, nor was it corn-
manded. In the time of Christ and theAP
ostles, the otficial religion of the Roman
governrn€nt did not have a sacred day, but
gradually Sunday-keeping began to be-
come common among the non-Christian
people at the empire.

The planetaryweek, each day named af-
ter a different planet in the sky, played a
very important part in the worship of the
sun. By the tirne of Chrisl, Sun worship was
mGt powerf ully represent d in M ith rai sm.
Now, Mithra (or Mithras) was originally an
ancient god of lran, and had been wor-
shipped as the god of strength and war [-
the itescendants of the Pe-rsians. But b)/
the first century A.D., he had been trans-
formed, oddly enough, into the leading
Sun god, and the foremoet pagan god ot
any kind, of the lryestern civilized warld.
The Romans often called him by a new
name, Sd lnvbtus, "the Invincible Sun."
During the early centurfes of the Cfiris-
tian Era, ttithra was tfie greatest pagan
rival ol Christianity.

And this was not without a carefully de-
veloped plan, for Satan had arranged that
this religion would closely approximate in
several ways the only true religion in the
world{hristian'rty. lt had such featur€s as

CHRISTMAS COUNTERFEITS OF CHRIST

SANTA CHRIST

1. Comes as a thief in th€ night......... .....Comes in the night - 2 Peter 3:10; 1 Thessalonians 5:2
2. Comes at midnighr......................................"|t was at midnight that God chos€ to deliver_ His,peop]e.l' FW^29!
3. Dressed in whitd and red..................... .......wnite and red - Revelation 19:1314; lsaiah 63:1-3
4. Bringing gifts and re$rards.............. ...........8rin9s rewards - Revelation 22:12
s. xnoia It lou've been good or not..'....,,........ ...... '.." "'..." "" "Revelation 2:23
6. White, cuity trair............ ...........His lJesus'l hair was white_and cu1lV.".ls 65; Revelation 1:14
i. Sils ahO taiks with your children...............................;. .......Talks with children - Mattehw 19:14
S. Portrayed as comin'g with reindeer...... .....With horses - Revelation 19:11' 14
S. Cile6 *irn a steigh'.............. ...Wth chariots - lsaiah 66:15

10. Lives in the North?ob '........... Lives on the sides of the north - Psalm 48:2
tt. CniiOren tell him what they want........... .......................Prayers - Mattiew 7:7-
iZ. SinG Cfaus is not real, but only makebelieve: a |ie.......... We should not partake in lies - Revelation 22:14'15

Old Saint Nick, one of Santa's names, is a name tor.satan. See "Old Nick" in the dictionary. Revelation 17:15. "Santa"
unscrambled is Satan.
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a dying, ririing Sariour, sp€cid r€ligiou8 "t€t a[ iudgF and bwnspeople and G lFqmqh. a.tpi]e, -wa. mq€ lbonrious'
suph , a siecia mty itav out d ne cupabns'a it ftd.r rc.{'oa irr Vrrrn di{iipabd, .rrd politlcal,. than any. dte
wd*ty sinlen-ttre Sun 6ay, iiriria Uapr'lvn aile Day ol 6rc Sun lsundayl; no\renhe- city. The iniuence ol it all had re*hod !o
ot its 

-conyerE 
(in the bb6d ol a slaught- loss, letil|os. who are shuat€d in the rural rho lcl Chrislian cfiur.fi tho.s, and acon'

ered bull), and 
'othor 

nimilarities. h colun- d! ;cts fteoly and with tull libsrty attond cam io me€t lho rcrld'8 standard, a8 w€ll
.- ' terfeibd tle religion of the true God more to the cultivaibn ol ths felds, be-cause it as a lscinalbn with Porver-polltics had

cteverly than ant othor roligion up lo that lroquently happens that no othor day may gripped it
timo in history. b€ io lining rdipbughirE grains or trbnch- ,n 9E.LD. th. catncll ot Nlctcs rt.l'

Gradualty, 
' 

larg6 numbors ol non- ing vineyafos, ie$ ir th; iim€ th€ advant- et vhich Ama th. church h,arJer! dc
Ctrrbtians 6i:gan-observing Sunday as a 4F ottil npirem graned bythe pro^:bn ct..d th.t dt t'o,rrotr th. ratuftectlon o,
hofy day in ho-nor ot Uittrrf He waiespe- of-heaven bo lo6t. diven on ine n6ne lse Chd.t bf keeplng lh. E ca.r ,.tfvat-
ciaify fii6d by the Bqnan soldiers, iorib vanthlof March, Cdspus and Constaniine .nd ontf on . cort in Sund.l ol each
wor6trip inctiOeO athletic leats ot skill and being consuts, iach bt them, lor the sec- pa.. lmtnediatsly, folbwing .thb ruling'
"warf iie manf ine€€." ond iinro."-7he Cjod€ d Jwainian, B@k Constanlins issuod an imp€rid order cotn'

Graduatfy, the worship ot the Invincible 111, title 12, law 3" ttaltdtng allChr*rtiana owryYvhsro to oboy
Sun beanie even more popular and wi+ Fiya addlttonat s,,rnataf ll]wa warc b th6 decrgg of lhis council. Church and
ssproad arbng tho Roniari Empire. em- !a rlsued Ot Cons,, nti;. y/ithtn a v.ry Stzt had unit d, znd vthenaY.r in hia'
pe'ror Auretiari" (27G275 A.D.i, who6e ,ew lears t6 *9,ngthen this, htt b.sia bry thls h.t happen.d p.Becution ot
inother wa pridaess ot the Siln, rnads on . 

- 
rettgiout dist nteB has gen.ntr lot'

this solar cuh tho official rotigbn of the o(r} lt b to bs obs€rved that Constantino's ,owed. Troubl6 was ahead lo. tho poopls
pke. His biographer, Flavir.p Vopiscus, Sunday hrvwasiust that-a Sunday law- ot God.
bye tha rhe pridsrs & ne femptd ot tn6 and nc,ihirq rnoir. nwa6aSunday6wthd PEFSECUTIO aEGI S-Frorn A.D.3g),
sr;@ borh tMirt;n€. rn.r rrynrr^'nisi;g chfb- qnqqldl lhglrEg_cutbn of Christians by
wore prbsts ot their dying-r'sing Savbur- tians could easily acccopt. tn that taw, lh6k lolltw Chrislians bogan.
Mithra, and viceg€|enb ii religi6us m*ters Chrtatlanlty b nivu me;tion.d.The day In ord€t to placato church and govsm-
noxt b him. is called;'tte Vanerabte Dar d lha m€nt authotitiG, thsrs wero thos€ who at-

El ,hit tifl'f,, t!r. midctte ot E 'econd Sun,"(r.r7fl'f, tl die r,//it). thi. wat th. tamptod_ to koep both dayt-Sabbath as
ceitury, worwlt Chttr'tt.n .pp .ntu, mlttlc,rl ndrf ,or th. Dal ot l,|e Sun w€ll as Sunday holy-thus ondeat/oring to
,ronti i*.o'd, tn At xa,l,&iF'*d Ro,;. god, Both the hoalhon and tho Christhr|s ob€y God as wsllas man, io. religbLFlter'
mota th2n anwhara Cta, in ord./- to ba wgll knew lhb. lt is an hislorical lact that secuton against non{bGorvance ol Sun-
bcner eccepnd bf tlntr olgZn neigh- whon CoGtantine issuod thb frst imper- day waa growing s{rongor.
bots, b.g.; keepi:ng s{tnA.i and in-or- ial Sunday edict of 321, oniorcing lhe ob- For this reason, Sozornon, a church hie
dor b excuso thoir practice, sinco it was servance of Sunday by the peopls ol th3 lodan ol thd titne, telb us thgt many "wele
not Scriptural, they 

'callod 
rt "tha Lord's Roman Empire, he was slill a wo.ship€, of assF,mbling |og,ether on lt o Saboattt as wsrt

Dah" ay.n tltF/ugh lt w.t obyioua ,o .U gl tnvk2tus-"lho Invincibls Sun," as well as on the ti's,t &y ot the week, which cus-
- |/'et new/€tlon l:lo td.t nothtng.bua as boing tho Fon lt'xMax,i4?os (supt€afF p* to'n is newr &s/i,,Med at fume q at.v 

Sunday. gan pohtifi or priost) ot Rornan heathen Abxadda"- funen, Ecclosbst'ca/rtis-
Sun ryo.ship continu€d to b€ the otficial worship as the stiato roligion. tory, 0ool< 7, &aptet 19, in A Sel&t Library

religion of the empiro untit Constantine lde B.nthough @nstantine msantthe taw d Nic€,tp dfr ft;6r-t'ltu',ne Fathee, second
feated Licinius in @3, after which it was re to untb dtaontqrding rctigions into one fiies, wlume 2. [Lk 1 6:1 3, Ac 5:391
placed by Rornanized Christianity. giant compromfsing congtomerate, Even at this late date, Rome and AI-

tn eyary caaa thet In prcaent wrltar Chtistian leactatt in Fo''|e saw ,'t as a exandda confinued to ba the onry but-
can tocate, the lew men advocating grsat victory. warks of Sundaykeeping.
Sun.tay-k .ping pdot b 4n A.D.-w.n CHURCH E FoRcEitE T-Eusebi6, bi- Ths koeping ol both dalrs might soem a
the wry onaa who wara infioducing Pa- shop ol Ca6aroa (27G338), ggnerally coft practical solution, but it wasn't. The
gatt heteoiea ,o fha b'.th'cn tn th. C,'/ij sidorod to bo Constantins's outstanding Soventhday Sabbath was the divinely o(.
lia'r Chutdr. fha prlmzry axcaplion w*a ffatlergr in ths church, made this rsmark- dained day ior the worship of the Crsator.
the Ronnn Eishops, wtp eppeared to be able statemsnt: God had nevsr changed it. The Sun day
beflet at leglslafltry lrtose t otostas upon "All things whalsoevet it was duty to do was a man-mads institution ot woFhip in

, tha churche!- Ihn lnvenling-thcm On thA I&yenth deyl <.hL"th ,hetc wa hon€r et a -agaF 9ed-+o-o+efsotijrE - -
Afong about th's timo, a youngster was ltho churchl haye transtened to the lmpossibt.. lMatt 6:241

grofling up lhat was destined to powsrfully Lord's day lsundayl."-Commentary dt This was sxactly the problsm the threo
afiect tho Chrbtian veorld br all tim€ lo the Psalms, in Migne, Patrolqia Graeca, Hgbrgw rrfihisa fac€d at Dura (Road Da-
corn6-a boy named Constantino . wlume 23, dumn 1 1 71 . niel 5.) thgl rgre n ot at thit time ,ofuid-
COI|STAIITIIIE AlrlD A STATE_CHUBCH- Comm€nting on this hgavendaring cten to worshtp tha '/|ue Goat. fhef need
On ths retirsment ol Empqo..Diocl€tian in $atement, ona hislorical rvriter says fh's: onry bw down th.t atel Eith otiers tn
A.D.305, itwasan uphilllighl among s€v- 'Noi asingle.tsstimony ofthe Scriptur€s . t6mbt rrc,. d igiortt{pio tt1p tabc. Aut
sral men fo. lhe coveted ti{e-of Emp€ror. was prcducad in proot ot the new doctrine. o, cour'e, to do n w;uu ,tgfity an ai-
Fighting confinuod on and otf trom g)5 till Eusebiur htmr,dl unwittingll tck row- cepr,rrc. d heathm vorxnip. 

'

W. Eut out ot ft e,,ns',,n0rre .msrged ledget its hW, 
"nd 

pdnt' t9 the rca, And this thoy could not do. in',y would
as the st rul.r ol lhe yast Roman am- authora ol lha c,hztga,'All things,' h€ '€urer db nr'iTwrvould rdhg' di€ than
pire. Thg crucial battle occurod iust north salrs- 'whatoyor tlrat it was duty to & on lo€€ so.n€thing thai many in our day con-
of Borne in October ot312, lollowing which f,e Sabbattt, thss we haw tanslerred to sider to be ot lii{e vatujZre SaOOirtr ot
by tha Edid d Milan, he gave Christianity the l-ord's day. ' But th6 Sunday argument, th. f{,ufth Co'wmrd,mant gty.n bl tha
lull fogaf equafity with overy olhor roligion goundl€as aa it was, sorved b s.nboldon Go.t o, He.wn Himt t .
in thg gmpiro, More favors to the church men- in tampling upon the Sabbath ot tho Thus it was that chrt$mas_ths binhday ot

v soon foffowed. . _ __ Lotd. Atl who daairad to be hor7No,rcct bf tn"'rlr'n go4_"m sunday sacr€dnGs bottlThen, on March 7,321, was issusd the th. wo d 
"cce_pt 

d tha poput.r i"inilmo-tr6 Cr,ristian Ctrirrc*r tecause earty
f,.3t nattonal Sunctaf t-aw in history. This testiv.r. "-Grgat Cmtdtercy, ! ge 574. church toad€f! in Fomo and Atexandria, mda-
was tho first "blue law" to b€ issued by a lhlE wat the baginntng ol ,orrpthing im with gor€rnmg|t bado's, wanbd b uniio
civif governm€nt. Hero is lh6 t6xt of new and omlnow wtthin tha Chtitaian Christianityvrlth Mithrbm-by rcquirlr! Mlthdc
Constanline's Sunday Lary D€cr€€: Cfiurcrr, Bome, ibolt, tho capitol d the tractica8 in the wo.ship of Chthl



mISTLETOT-Where did the mistletoe
cusilqn originate? Anprq the ancienE, be.
cause mistletoe was considered sacred to
the sun, it was usod at the December fes-
tiyal of the winter solstice, when the sun
was lowest in the noon sky.

Kissing under the mistletoe was thonght
to bo an rct of solar rvorship, ernpowering
the worshipers for still further worship. As
this indicatc, paelan sun-rvorship service
were very licentious. Ternple prostitution
was performed during the eightday Ro
man Safurna/ra which immediately prece-
dod the D€conbsr 25 sun-birth celeb'ration.

W R E A T H S  A N D  H O t t Y - C i r c u I a r
wreaths of evergreen branches (especially
holly) were a leatured part of the festival.
These were formsd in the shape of the sun,
and reprcented life which could not exist
without sunlight. These wreaths wore
placed on inside and outside walls during
the celebrations. At the time of initiation
into the Dbnysian mysteries, thes€ wore
worn by the initiatc as fertility symbols.
They represented the porpetuity of exis-
lence through ongoing cycles of life,
death, and rebirth.

Holly berries wers also considered sa-
cred to the sungod.

CHRISTMAS TREES-Green trees were
cut down, rnounted, and then decked with
otferings of food and precious gifts to
Mithra.

"Ths use of Christmas wreaths is be-
lieved by authoritiG to be traceable to the
pagan custons of decorating buiHings and
places of worship at the least which took
place at the sams time as Christmas. The
Christmas tree is from Egypt, and its ori-
gin dates from a period krng anterior to the
Christian Era." -F rederhk J. Haskins, Ans-
wers to Questrbns.

Evergreens, because of their ability to re
main fresh and green allyear, symbolized
immortality and fertility. Egyptian priests
taught that ths evergreen tree sprang from
the grave of their god Osiris, who, atter be-
ing murdered by another god, was resur-
rected through the onorgy in an evergreen
tree.

Even the Bible speaks about tho pagan
custom:

"Thus saith the Lord, Learn not the way
ol the heathen . . For the customs of the
people are vain: lor ons cutteth a tree out
of the forest, the work of the hands of the
workman, with the axe. They deck it with
silver and with gold;theyfasten it with nails
and with hammers, that it move 1s1."-
Jeremiah 10:2-6.

YutE LoG-The Yule log did not come
frorn the Bible, nor lrorn Near Eastern pag-
anism. lt came from heathen Celtic wor-
ship praclices in Brilain. The Cehs also
worshiped the sun, and they too had a cel-
ebration at the time of the winter solstice.
Their December sun festival, called Jul-
mond, was taken into Christianity when it
cameto Britain.

During the Yule festival, evergreen
branche wero used lor decoration, and,
after the branche wer€ sfipp€d off, the log
was considered sacred to the sun. lt was
round like the sun and its length symb
lized movement, just as the sun was round
and moved through the sky. (All this rnay
sound ridiculous, but paganisrn alwa)6 b.)

The family rvould, each year, go out and
specially select a nice round tree frorn
which to cut the yule log. When burned it
s€nt out heat, just as the sungod burned
and sent out heat.

SAilTA CTAUS-St. Nicholas is thought
to bo a fine, old saint in the church, but not
so. lt is true that there may have been a
Nicholas, bishop of Myra, who lived in the
burth century and wassaid to have helped
the poor. But Santa Claus was named af-
ter another "old Nick."

The legends of Santa Claus are quite
similar to those of the ancient Egyptian
god, Ba. Bes was a short rotund god who
wc said to give gifts to children. They were
told he lived in the far north, where he
sp€nt most of the year making toys for
them.

The Roman God, Saturn, was similar-
and probably copied from Bes. He too was
said to live in the northsrnmct part of the
world, making gitts for children who were
good. The Romans said he was the one
who, each December, brought them the gitt
of the new year.

The name "Sanfa Clants" and "l?rss
Kringle" do not go as far back into history.
"Santa Claus" is a corruption of the Dutch
"Sant Nikolaas" (Sant-Ni-Klaus), and
"l(riss kingle" is lrom the German "Christ
Kindl" or "Christ Child." So we have here
a counterfeit Christ.

Parents punish their children for telling
falsehmds, then tell them this big one in
Decemberl Later, when their children are
grown, they wonder why they question the
existence ol God.

Teach your children about Jesus Christ,
their best Friend, their only Saviour, and
the only One who can really bring them the
gitts they need. Do not waste time telling
them myths, lest, whsn they grcw-ofcter,
they will not believe the realities you tell
them of.

CHBIST'S MASS - "Christmas" means
"Christ's Mass." This is a special Roman
Catholic mass performed on Dscember 25.
It must be attended by the faithful, under
penalty of mortal sin for not doing so. At
thb rnass-€F at every other,-Christ is off-
ered by the priest in a wafer. The people
lre to worship this wafer as the true body,
blood, mind, and soul of Jesus Christl

One of the m6t recent Vatican state-
ments on this reveals that this worship of
a piece of bread remains unchanged:

"Thers should be no doubt in anyone's
mind that all the faithful ought to show to
this most holy sacrament [the communion
waferlthe worship which is due to the true

God, as has always been the custorn of the
Catholic Church. Nor is it to be adored any
the less because it was instituted by Christ
to be eaten."-Vatican ll: The hnciliar and
Post @nciliar Drcuments.

This Vatican ll statement reaffirms ths
doctrinal statemont rnade in 1648 at the
Conncif of Trent (S€ssion 1 3: Decree q tlp
Eucharist, chap. 5, Denz. 878, 1648).

S H O U L D  W E  T H E i l  G I V E  P R E .
SE [ITS? -The pagan Rornans exchanged
tood, small statues of gods, and trinkets to
one another during the winter festival. The
church in adopting the custorn, declared
that it was to be done on December 25.

"The interchange of presents between
lriends is alike characteristic of Christmas
and the Saturnalia, and must have been
adopted by Christians from the pagans, as
the admonition of Tertullian plainly
shows."-Bibliotheca Sacra, Vol. 12, pp.
15?155.

Should we today give gifts to our friends
and to those who need thern? Yee, it is well
to do this allthrough the year,-especially
to ths needy. But our choicest gifts should
be brought to Christ. For that we have a
Biblical example:

"Now when Jesus was born in Bethle-
hem of Judaea . . and when they [the wise
menl came into the hous€, they . . ldl
dorvn, and worshipped Him: and when they
had opened thsirtreasures, they presented
unto Him gifts;gold, and frankincense, and
myrrh."- Matthew 2:1 -1 1 .

Give Him the best you have; give Him
your life. Dedicate all you have to Him, to
be used in His service. Read the Bible da-
ily and obey its commands through the en-
abling grace ol Christ. Only then can you
have genuine happiness.

But let not ancient paganism select the
day on which you will worship God. The
weekly, Bible Sabbath was given as the
day appointed us on which to worship Him.
lf we want to have happy gatherings with
our loved ones, that is good. But let us not
copy the heathen in doing it.

"Take heed to thyself, that thou be not
snared by folkrwing them . . that thou en-
quire not after their gods, saying, How did
th€so nations ssrve thsir gods? even so will
I do likewise. Thou shalt not do so unto the
Lord thy God: for every abomination to the
Eternal, whlch He hateth, have they done
unto their gods. "-Deuteronomy 1 2: 3G31 .

"ln vain, do they worship Me, teaching
for doctrines the commandments of
men."-Mafthew 15:9.

It is obeying the Inspired Word of God-
the Bible,-keeping the Sabbath He gave
us (Genesis 2:1-3; Exodus 20:8-11), and
giving our lives in His servics that we be-
come worshipers of the Living God. That
is what pleases Him, and we would rather
please Him than do anything else. He has
been so good to us allour lives. In Him we
live and move and have our being, and only
through Him can we be saved
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